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no disadvantage in the abolition of the Papal power.
But in the present state of religious opinions, and con-
sidering the only alternative which I now saw in these
matters, viz. the subsistence of the Eoman Catholic
faith or the extinction of Christianity itself, I pre-
ferred, though a Protestant, the Pope to the Goddess
of Eeason.    However, the mind of Baron Thugut is not
open to any reasoning of a general nature when it is
put in competition with conquest and acquisition of
territory : and he has more than once said strongly
that, though the Emperor would not object to restore
the Pope to the sovereignty of Borne, he could not
consent to its being vested in any other Prince, alleg-
ing that the Emperor derived his very title from that
territory,  and  was  styled  Emperor   of the  Romans.
Childish as this reasoning  may appear, it is pretty
pregnant and   accounts   for   Baron Thugut being in
his heart a Protestant.'

While such were the views of Baron Thugut, Lord
Minto was disposed to look upon the existing state of
things in Italy as favourable to his old plan of the for-
mation of an Italian league, for purposes of common
defence, to include all the Italian states from Sardinia
to Naples. At his desire Count Pozzo di Borgo drew
up a paper stating the military and other resources of
the different Powers; and in this'paper it is suggested
that if such a federation could be brought about, Eome
should be selected as the proper place for the seat of
the Federal Government.
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